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National Veterans Legal Services Program Newsletter 

Justice for Warriors 

Dear Frank, 
Exciting things have been happening at the National Veterans Legal 

Services Program (NVLSP). In this newsletter, you will meet veterans 
and service members who have been awarded benefits with the help of 

NVLSP and our pro-bono partners. You will also get to know some of the 

dedicated attorneys who are truly the backbone of our organization.  
Recent events have highlighted the skill, bravery and determination of 

our men and women in the armed services. We all owe our gratitude 
and appreciation to military service members who make huge sacrifices 

for our freedom. And that is why NVLSP strives to continue to serve 
those who have served us. 

Please feel free to forward this newsletter to friends and colleagues. 

NVLSP Appoints New Board Members   

Veterans just got a few more champions - with the addition of eight new 
members to NVLSP's Board of Directors. The new board members will be 
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actively involved in policy oversight for the organization. 
"NVLSP is working hard to extend its reach. One way to accomplish this 

is to draw on a Board comprised of individuals from across the country 
with a diversity of experience and opinions," said Ron Abrams, Joint 

Executive Director at NVLSP. 
NVLSP welcomes the following new board members: 

[READ MORE]  
 

A 36 Year Wait for One Vietnam Veteran  

Recently, NVLSP assisted a Vietnam Army veteran named M.K.Since his 
honorable discharge in 1974, he has had a very difficult time coping with 

life's ups and downs. This veteran has endured decades of mental illness 
and has received a variety of diagnoses including bi-polar disorder, 

depression and psychosis. His psychiatric problems and difficulties 
resulted in numerous hospitalizations. His symptoms have prevented 

him from maintaining employment and from maintaining relationships 

with family members. 
M.K. initially filed a claim for service-connected disability benefits at the 

VA Regional Office in Newark, New Jersey in 1999. The VA denied his 
claim in 2000. He appealed this decision to the Board of Veterans' 

Appeals, which ultimately denied the claim in 2007. 
[READ MORE]  

A Soldier's Battle with PTSD  

Specialist J.T. served in the United States Marine Corps in 1998 and in 

the United States Army from 2005-2007, including service in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. In December 2006, while serving in Iraq , he was injured 

when an improvised explosive device (IED) exploded near his vehicle. 
The attack killed several of his fellow service members and rendered him 

unconscious. He awoke with his clothes and face covered in blood. He 
sustained a concussion and superficial wounds. Once back in the U.S. , 

he began experiencing migraine headaches, memory loss, frequent 
nightmares and severe mood swings. He knew something was very 

wrong, nonetheless his behavior and symptoms wreaked havoc on his 
marriage and a divorce ensued. After a battery of physical and mental 

health exams, J.T. was diagnosed with Post-traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD). 

[READ MORE] 

A Widow's Story of Survival  

Lance Corporal R.C. was a Vietnam veteran who served honorably in the 
United States Marine Corps for three years. After completing his military 

service, he returned to civilian life but things never returned to normal. 
He retreated into a dark abyss of mental anguish and social isolation. He 

rarely left his home, even to go to the store, and was always on alert 
and worried about the safety of his family and home. Eventually he was 

diagnosed with Post-traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), and was granted 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI82NGFrWgY4BFiz7XcwEGjGAXLNHTP_hwwF3bp7zNzVPxdBTtkacOkBSEpn4_PqofRVcJyXO629-p6QB2FFhbXY1dTKTt37C8c3P9-0b4wmXlR6L3wPD-ybFGuRkq_h1Nxhqptby6s0aiPHjrz8tFNdtDwQyqNyLUZzJnhK6SyuJk862TF-B7a8
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI_2JOEUV9vb3cqG_jP8q3xDmVT_DsRJEzpBkAMN5d4bOiInNytLuEZjZe81zcbNtVvVRTVaNk9HLSnBuDRMJ9k87p-tI8gACSZdjBTHnAhazZYGz8O9PO4H0re9kJ7HP0_tjzqsATP2QQN5Bvgl7PTb
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI8ic0WlICGvh1ZB3V3u3bAWfYOGB1vOw3wMmtAGfh6UysyJ6NARGaaseWKQslFSz8oxWQf0krMPELtsGDXoN1bgRsTH810MjFhiiMexwNWEVLGx_KTKtNSQK5YkWubg-KVDVhS38w-t4rY5nc_VSCYI
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI-plvg8CuFJDPfdDmdf95G8JipEpxGQdCiOOf5Q_t9WpbkfiU-Mo0Ka5qDVaSm_tQNPFAT6Uruzm2NiQTk07tObog1Q_Sd42grLTxYI8Xc0XtyY_bsrmeuQweUnc17MpsCYkQO846UMsLWeV1fRflHC
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI9xojPhLcA_6SDCAZjS3XduWF0_Qr_ULjf6pvlxSP-zwes3ZTGUlI7EzoiqGDxxCFEGxKcxhvELb1azBUeHP1tvKlFcEcjDcTF0rgf_kR0piE7rcLXsKmLitBNyrFEM4xs=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI-E4gXBxTLr8qlkNRBS-mkzuhXcZm7eIca5nBBUmiUIm4nmPFaNlUrsOT6ShhvgW8ZWiQsaWxOV4Nw5DEbEduG_SBsFNuqXwWYXRNxFQAcoJCDdA2JuSLlqRyEU4Y46c8W2CFepnbREO57pue4hlwbX6HipHVmNpetBuOgZGUxUMw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI_UsdVyyMJnsIYDAErkc5BeYLrEFXUSMtTxrUV-y7qy0nSytEaeGdtJxsJvGQQbYhwr7McRrn5WgiW5ZkZE8wZqT30UVC4pVWodBkWNcM4TFZJAuqxVFYnEFbJSuv-FPZliPPrP21eAwmn-49_n6u2Y
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI_UsdVyyMJnsIYDAErkc5BeYLrEFXUSMtTxrUV-y7qy0nSytEaeGdtJxsJvGQQbYhwr7McRrn5WgiW5ZkZE8wZqT30UVC4pVWodBkWNcM4TFZJAuqxVFYnEFbJSuv-FPZliPPrP21eAwmn-49_n6u2Y
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI9xzhoK9rwN_Vk3OGYNg8O1RuuatvrBWzSzgPBh4JBNRLqXHiUPw1oHf8xMf-U9tyQfmvOkfdHJ3AxAPz1DotQtffMTB88WixUdAx5Sd0GBDor70fnGVRe3iAu6ycvM3PcxJ2jak9Bk-ja9oH7AqU1K8aw8MmSCwtLBuu0BwfMnpQ==


a veterans disability rating of 70%. 
The veteran's health steadily declined. Over the years, his PTSD 

symptoms worsened and he was plagued by heart disease, 
hypertension, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and several other 

medical conditions. In July 2003, he suffered a massive heart attack and 
died. His widow, S.C., filed a claim of entitlement to compensation in 

2004, on the basis that her late husband's death was related to PTSD, 
which significantly contributed to his heart disease. The Board of 

Veterans' Appeals denied her claim in April 2009. In the interim, S.C. 
lost nearly everything, including her house, and went from living in a 

two-story home to living in a trailer. 
[READ MORE] 

 

Meet-the-Attorney  

Mr. Louis George, NVLSP Sr. Attorney 
 

Mr. Louis ("Lou") George is a senior attorney at 
NVLSP. As a member of NVLSP's litigation staff, he 

represents veterans and dependents before the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, the Board of Veterans' Appeals, the U.S. 

Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit, and other federal courts. Mr. George also mentors 

attorneys participating in NVLSP's Volunteer Lawyer and Lawyers 
Serving Warriors Programs. He is a co-author of The Veterans Benefits 

Manual (Lexis Law Publishing). 

[READ MORE] 

Mr. Louis George, 

NVLSP Sr. Attorney 

 

  

Sincerely,  

National Veterans Legal Services Program  

The National Veterans Legal Services Program (NVLSP) is an independent nonprofit organization that has 

worked since 1980 to ensure that the U.S. government keeps its pact with our nation's 25 million veterans 

and active duty personnel by providing them the federal benefits they have earned through their service to 

our country.  
 

 

 

 

 

Sign up for our Email Newsletter  

 

GO
 

 
For Email Marketing you can trust  

 

 

 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI-M_hZFF2-Lqd0OebWPuzQoemoOLt3saW6iKUom8W0Md-8JeddVEZgMlsGnTpG2Zz2Kz5oYh3WS9TO_gsSZ1DRO4xPAUdgEjv28lo20i9gOtrOVL-8TkIZAhvDLDQU9EjZXq8V9g7R2opg_ih7ywGPz
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI_gahKetf584MsnGw4-eXH6seDFdeIxNgPHCRK9NKgDF-x5MqoszL47ztwNK7CCjxtKLjiWEe7zjslbYW7VqcfrmZ10FalI7jRAAuT5UsAdPhBMtk-Km09dvn9jMQhLTn5F1LQHHJeQTuPR7amixXHD
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI-d22BN5w4zsxVrQa5PXuWYUvZ-OozmM1Z1brzoezOqpyO9BkRkOnZTcr8M7trASdHR5JiYtzVnJ3Ib2WYYJ2oSHrs7zWh_3WiCK2bKss_Ow4GYO1iE9whWaqnqUWUOEquuh9YUhtK60wLqeso-xQ2K
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI81TkOayOOljD4NPMRj_yKJtm6ieSvALAh2mlZVa8_oey---jTTuBMiQtKtM5TJh1IBrfMYh4AMLsTdTCOu546Bo0-On7lH5Omf4kQ0Z1829MNu7h1FMYphm9YPIW_5pSII0_KytU5UTUYlaQtVu2sBoJvMTjO-uUczj9F47bLPe6wzpRxh0sD9
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI84Y6q78ZbDVPJeLpWsAGwOwTlZN7uLMQhSCwWqmQzgDX_u9s462EiMRMstsJUhT5eulOXHPki-dXTFFrwRH3QOda7itotdU8Q=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI9zvH9JckqW5ulVdEmJnLQi84YpN9_K1IgjoXys1MGN6cwRLXJU774SpiUvMbplL9DKKDevNOBDtFBuOr_nPoj9C67TFY-SZer1SnlWe-F9pUeKg9bjCHMn
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI9zvH9JckqW5ulVdEmJnLQi84YpN9_K1IgjoXys1MGN6cwRLXJU774SpiUvMbplL9DKKDevNOBDtFBuOr_nPoj9C67TFY-SZer1SnlWe-F9pUeKg9bjCHMn
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI_ncfj4BL3_T_Ln46mOp63j7Gf77uV9_bRGARGVwQMTUnS1dIYGtkqMQOVgyIo9sY4IfYlaReNDfGvCoPvWQgyD26CwCYBDw24BgEgmtNGrNWkEFfx5B6rmBJCvK54cpDpd4B6uzADeBgdLodVJrj05Ujb-10cPRmd-soEqVTKK6Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI_ncfj4BL3_T_Ln46mOp63j7Gf77uV9_bRGARGVwQMTUnS1dIYGtkqMQOVgyIo9sY4IfYlaReNDfGvCoPvWQgyD26CwCYBDw24BgEgmtNGrNWkEFfx5B6rmBJCvK54cpDpd4B6uzADeBgdLodVJrj05Ujb-10cPRmd-soEqVTKK6Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI_ei1Ki9C4XigOLhXOR99Ph1s83glQ6hEPo9obfoWZxDsZuqllHcTSRYJmEVyhHbW56CWXqcVXeCpCfH5KptqtMVGgm9penovV5NZ5KrORaHZ5VaKvRrRq60BvCCwuMceZwmUF7ySkaE4JR2d3DN5Wd1e-wCpAoyFUxlRhV_wuClA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI-HYKxWGS0Yoj6EVNjL94DP7pSVEEWaja1xGc3tHHo3HApn8XIbPrlwQAue27nveDX3sBRWBqIGnMQYzn8Oh02sKsnIm7KjWYL0IWjnSp7CNMR8h4i_fZ3elgHZPbQJzYMapgEsL2djbwDFFXQGUnQu
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI-8_LVXTW250wQl5QAumjLQVjwKomcmZ9hG39UAjrwiEMFzNBz9nUAtvRvJXxoe4OEkXROqgsvJtR9NaJ6Vf_aKePsdd3CrvAccRgZitppcfkYKIjLIkC_LVXnApA5GoWE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI-eGo7cCaXRbk19m5pcUfGYCkluGsm_nKgX_P1vV1YPCDzUWxOPMYr9pKLIn2l4eXEcrk6Fd90GuKCr7P4eFcsGvoCac_kW6UQzu4xQhk0UeW3kA0vpkj25o9QOe_TGsfY=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI-xRER-Ph_7CXSSb5oNMmlhpGy0nhTmji_627kFBvcJk2fBs-zr7KQWlQanY5ieuizVQLL0Q4AxXFlyyMklNxj3nKLI9R8dcUgcz122l0_WqRkso1SMiJoL
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI8UekLQeoMc0YAV-g2dbf8IkSSM6Du7v4QFFiEkgA0tk9a05tP2PxuSMD_Xuh_ZQjFPHTWsYBwD6PkOFVw28MjMWgAXplxRozeuID8bqsNv8D3FJSwV9MDIs4aEj3RoRbY=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=w646umdab&et=1105602884375&s=988&e=001jdredfVrRI9CQjJMN9VdluO3coWop1HQ0-6zI22IZUC9OnzOPO_GUta5jvlkzrBt8jO6xiyyOkBfUyif5G3wK63Pf1VzwwuC7tU_4DLAzXskrvbqfVW3MprGWamhay96Bmes4XxomTS3bmRKGIiuMQ==

