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VA Makes Specially Adaptive Housing Grant Eligibility Automatic for Veterans and Service Members Living with ALS

· Posted on March 19, 2014 

· by Donnie La Curan 

· in Veteran News 

Veterans and active-duty military personnel with service-connected amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), commonly known as Lou Gehrig’s disease, are now presumed medically eligible for grants up to almost $68,000 to adapt their homes, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today.

“VA is committed to eliminating barriers that keep Veterans and Servicemembers from the benefits they have earned,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki. “This change will make it easier for some of our most severely impaired Veterans to receive speedy assistance adapting their homes to their unique needs.”

The change affects recipients of VA’s specially adapted housing grants, which helps pay for the costs for building, buying or adapting a home, up to a maximum of $67,555.

Advertisement
Under the change, Veterans and Servicemembers with service-connected ALS will be determined medically eligible for the maximum grant. The program provides grants to eligible service-connected disabled Veterans and Servicemembers to construct or modify a home to meet their unique housing needs. Grants are also available to help eligible individuals purchase adapted homes or pay down mortgages on homes that are already adapted. VA estimates this change will save approximately 12 months in the overall process of a Specially Adapted Housing (SAH) grant.

“This change automates and shortens our SAH grant delivery process for Veterans and Servicemembers living with ALS,” said Under Secretary for Benefits Allison A. Hickey. “SAH is an important benefit giving beneficiaries the ability to adapt their homes and create a barrier​ free living environment- expanding their independence in their own homes.”

In 2008, VA established a presumption of service connection for ALS for any Veteran who develops the disease at any time after separation from service, making them eligible for monthly VA disability compensation benefits. VA amended its disability rating scale in January 2012, to assign a I 00-percent disability evaluation for any Veteran who has service-connected ALS.

ALS is a rapidly progressive, totally debilitating, and irreversible motor neuron disease that results in muscle weakness leading to a wide range of serious disabilities, including impaired mobility. VA adapted its rules so Veterans with service-connected ALS no longer have to file multiple claims with VA for increased benefits as their condition progresses. Prior to the new SAH regulatory change, many Veterans and Servicemembers who were rated by VA for service​ connected ALS, but who did not yet have symptoms debilitating enough to affect their mobility to the degree required for SAH grant eligibility, were unable to begin the process of modifying their homes to accommodate their often rapidly progressing conditions.

VA’s SAH program provides grants to eligible service-connected disabled Veterans and Servicemembers for the purpose of constructing or modifying a home to meet their unique housing needs. The ultimate goal of the program is to provide a barrier-free living environment that affords a level of independent living that the Veteran or Servicemember may not otherwise enjoy.

For more information, visit: benefits.va.gov/homeloans/adaptedhousing.asp
Military History Anniversaries

15 Mar thru 15 Apr

Significant events in U.S. Military History for the next 

30 days are:

(
Mar 15 1781 

–

American Revolution: Battle of Guilford Court House, SC 1,900 British troops 

under General Charles Cornwallis defeat

an American force numbering 4,400.

Casualties and losses: US 1,272 

-

GB 538.

(
Mar 15 1916 

–

President Woodrow Wilson sends 12,000 United States troops over the U.S.

–

Mexico border to pursue Pancho Villa.

(
Mar 15 1943

–

WW2: USS Triton (SS

–

201) sunk either b

y Japanese destroyer Satsuki or 

submarine chaser Ch 24 north of Admiralty Islands. 74 killed.

(
Mar 15 1944 

–

WW2: Battle of Monte Cassino 

-

Cassino, Italy is destroyed by Allied bombing.

(
Mar 15 1989 

–

VA elevated to a Cabinet

–

level agency under Public Law 

100

–

527.

(
Mar 16 1802 

–

The Army Corps of Engineers is established to found and operate West Point 

Academy. 

(
Mar 16 1935 

–

Adolf Hitler orders Germany to rearm herself in violation of the Versailles Treaty. 

(
Mar 16 1942 

–

WW2: The first V

–

2 rocket test laun

ch. It explodes at liftoff. 

(
Mar 16 1945 

–

WW2: The Battle of Iwo Jima ends but small pockets of Japanese resistance 

persist. 

Casualties and losses: US 26,038 

-

JP 22,060

(
Mar 16 1968 

–

Vietnam: In the My Lai massacre, between 350 and 500 Vietnamese villag

ers: 

men, women, and children are killed by American troops.

(
Mar 17 1776 

–

American Revolution: British forces evacuate Boston, Massachusetts.

(
Mar 17 1942 

–

WW2: Holocaust: The first Jews from the Lviv Ghetto (western Ukraine) are 

gassed at the Belzec deat

h camp (eastern Poland). 

(
Mar 17 1945 

–

WW2: The Ludendorff Bridge in Remagen, Germany collapses, ten days after its 

capture. 

(
Mar 17 1973 

–

Vietnam: First POWs are released from the "Hanoi Hilton" in Hanoi, North 

Vietnam. 

(
Mar 18 

1945 

–

WW2: 

1,250 U.S. 

bombers attack Berlin.

(
Mar 19 1865 

–

Civil War: The Battle of Bentonville begins. By the end of the battle two days 

later, Confederate forces had retreated from Four Oaks, North Carolina. Casualties and losses: 

US 1,527 

-

CSA 2,606

(
Mar 19 1941 

–

WW2: The 

99th Pursuit Squadron also known as the Tuskegee Airmen, the fir

Vietnam veterans sue military over post-traumatic stress disorder

Published March 03, 2014 

Associated Press

NEW HAVEN, Conn. –  The U.S. military has failed to upgrade the discharges of Vietnam veterans who developed post-traumatic stress disorder, resulting in stigma and loss of benefits, according to a federal lawsuit filed Monday.

Five Vietnam veterans and three veterans organizations are suing the Army, the Navy and the Air Force in Connecticut. The veterans say they suffered PTSD before it was recognized and were discharged under other-than-honorable conditions that made them ineligible for benefits.

The lawsuit, which seeks class-action status to represent tens of thousands of veterans, says the military has systematically denied applications for upgrades involving evidence of PTSD.

"Unfortunately, the Pentagon has refused to correct the decades of injustice experienced by tens of thousands of veterans who suffer from PTSD but were discharged before it was a diagnosable condition," V Prentice, a law student intern in the Veterans Legal Services Clinic at Yale Law School, which represents the plaintiffs, said in a news release. "This action seeks to compel appropriate action by the military and to finally secure justice for these veterans."

Lt. Col. Damien Pickart, a Pentagon spokesman, said the department doesn't comment on pending litigation. The Department of Defense has said the agency is committed to addressing concerns related to PTSD and has taken numerous steps, including conducting PTSD assessments of service members at military treatment facilities.

A spokesman for the U.S. Attorney's office also declined comment.

Conley Monk, a New Haven resident who served in the Marine Corps in Vietnam, developed PTSD after suffering traumatic events including a barrage of enemy mortar rounds and the gassing of his unit, according to the lawsuit. He later experienced flashbacks and hyper vigilance when he was stationed in Japan and went absent without leave, the suit said.

"When I was in high school, I worked at the VA hospital in the kitchen as a dishwasher. But after I came home from Vietnam, I couldn't even get my job back as a dishwasher because of my bad paper," said Monk, one of the plaintiffs. "My discharge status has been a lifetime scar. If I were discharged today, my PTSD would be recognized and treated and I wouldn't be punished for having a service-connected medical condition."

A proposed class-action lawsuit over the issue was filed in 2012 as part of a claim involving a Vietnam veteran, but that veteran's case was settled. The class-action part of the case was not decided, the law students said.

Since 1993, only 4.5 percent of about 375 applications for discharge upgrades involving PTSD have been granted for Vietnam veterans, according to the lawsuit, which seeks what it calls consistent and medically appropriate standards for considering the effects of PTSD when determining whether to upgrade a discharge.

"Tens of thousands of brave and honorable Vietnam veterans with post-traumatic stress have been doubly injured by the black mark of an other than honorable discharge, resulting in unjustly denied support, services and benefits," said U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn. "These heroic veterans are long overdue present day appreciation of modern mental health in the timely review of their discharge upgrade appeals."

← Facing Up to Autism’s Cost
VA Aims at More Video Use in Mental-health Treatment →
Defense Chief Announces Military-wide Review of Mental Health Records

To make sure that America’s military personnel were not deprived of benefits to which they’re entitled, a review of mental-health cases going back to 2001 has been ordered by Defense Secretary Leon Panetta.

The review by the Defense Department is designed to check all cases involving current and former troops who were screened for medical separation by a medical evaluation board for issues of mental health.

Panetta said there are “huge gaps” in how the departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs approach such cases “and how they diagnose the cases and how they deal with them,” adding that “we have to do much better.”

The Army already has such an investigation under way following notoriety over diagnoses made at Madigan Army Medical Center in Washington state. More than 100 soldiers received diagnoses of post-traumatic stress disorder that were later overturned.

Read more in Marine Corps Times.

March is Brain Injury Awareness Month

Karen Carstens

3/3/2014Traumatic Brain Injury 


 

The Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Center plans to mark Brain Injury Awareness Month this March with public outreach initiatives across the country.

Some 266,810 service members sustained traumatic brain injuries (TBI) between 2000 and 2012, according to a press release from the center. Approximately 82 percent of those injuries were mild TBIs, otherwise known as concussions, from which recovery is usually complete within seven to 10 days.

More than 80 percent of traumatic brain injuries in service members occur outside of a combat environment. “The most common causes of concussions in service members are athletic events, training activities [and] falls or accidents,” the same as for civilians, said the center’s statement.

Brain Injury Awareness Month, it added, provides the public with opportunities to learn more about TBI: “Local DVBIC representatives will be onsite at military treatment facilities, VA medical centers and at community events to provide information and resources.”

Representatives can also be found online on the Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Center website.

Recognizing the signs and symptoms of TBI
How do you recognize the signs and symptoms of brain injury if you are not sure you or someone you know may have sustained one? 

According to the Brain Injury Association of America, you should seek medical attention if you are experiencing:

· Numbness 

· Excessive drowsiness 

· Severe headache 

· Weakness in your arms or legs 

· Dizziness or loss of vision 

· Slurred speech 

· Loss of consciousness or confusion 

· Vomiting or nausea 

Some symptoms of mild traumatic brain injury, the association adds, include:

· Headache 

· Fatigue 

· Sleep disturbance 

· Irritability 

· Sensitivity to noise or light 

· Problems with balance 

· Decreased concentration or attention span 

· Decreased speed of thinking 

· Memory problems 

· Nausea 

· Depression and anxiety 

· Emotional mood swings 

People with moderate TBI, which occurs when there is a loss of consciousness lasting from a few minutes to several hours, generally can make a good recovery with treatment, according to the association.

Severe brain injury, which is more difficult to recover from, occurs when a person remains unconscious or in a coma for days, weeks or months.

According to the National Institutes of Health, common disabilities resulting from a TBI, depending on the severity of the injury, include problems with:
Cognition (thinking, memory and reasoning)
Communication (expression and understanding)
Sensory processing (sight, hearing, touch, taste and smell)
Behavior or mental health (depression, anxiety, personality changes, aggression, acting out and social inappropriateness)

“Traumatic brain injury (TBI) is a major public health problem that affects all age groups and is the leading cause of death in young adults,” according to a press statement from the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Md.

Military investing in TBI research
Since 2007, the military has tripled the number of studies related to TBI in its research portfolio and invested more than $600 million on treatments, diagnostic tools and studies to help understand how a brain injury may affect a service member over time, according to the Defense and Veterans Brain Injury Center.

Earlier this year, the center released new clinical recommendations to help service members who have sustained a mild traumatic brain injury to return to their normal activities following their injury.

U.S. lawmakers push to reduce VA disability backlog

March 6, 2014 3:33 PM 
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Related Media:

  PDF: VA disability backlog report
By Tracie Mauriello / Post-Gazette Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Returning Iraq and Afghanistan soldiers are using the same antiquated disability claims process their great-grandfathers used after World War II when veterans were fewer — and computer technology was non-existent.

That isn’t good enough for a half-dozen senators who introduced legislation today to move claims faster, in order to alleviate a cumbersome backlog.

More than 524,000 claims have been in queue for longer than six months, and some veterans and military widows have been waiting more than a year to receive benefits.

“We cannot say the federal government and those who enact policy in the federal government are worthy of the valor of our veterans unless we can say these claims are processed more expeditiously,” said Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., one of six prime sponsors of the proposed fix.

With an average wait time of 364 days, Pittsburgh has the eighth-worst processing rate of the 56 offices across the country. At 97 days, Providence, R.I. has the best and at 526 days, Reno, Nev., is the worst.

“The idea that a veteran and their families have to wait a year to have their benefits processed is beyond outrage,” Mr. Casey said during a press conference in Washington. “It should never, ever take that long.”

Lawmakers want all claims to be processed within 125 days.

They say their proposed 21st Century Veterans Benefits Delivery Act will help. It’s aimed at improving veterans’ access to information about the claims process, reforming practices of regional offices and mandating greater cooperation from other federal agencies.

“Everyone from the presidents to members of Congress to the VA to the veterans service organizations must work together to solve this problem that’s been plaguing veterans way too long,” said Sen. Dean Heller, R-Nevada.

Other sponsors are Sens. David Vitter, R-La.; Jon Tester, D-Mont.; Martin Heinrich, D-N.M. and Jerry Moran, R-Kan. All are part of a work group that compiled a report on the veterans backlog, also released Thursday.

Washington Bureau Chief Tracie Mauriello: tmauriello@post-gazette.com, 703-996-9292 or on Twitter @pgPoliTweets.



Read more: http://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-nation/2014/03/06/U-S-lawmakers-push-to-reduce-V-A-disability-backlog/stories/201403060301#ixzz2vESfQ8Ne
Self-penned obituary earns Korean War vet last laugh from grave

By Joshua Rhett Miller
Published March 13, 2014 

FoxNews.com 

[image: image2.jpg]



As a final request, Walter George Bruhl Jr. asked mourners to celebrate his life in their own way, suggesting that raising a glass of their favorite drink would be an appropriate act. He preferred Jack Daniels, seen here. (AP)

A Korean War veteran who wrote his own heart-warming and hilarious obituary now gone viral gave himself a perfect sendoff, one of his grandchildren told FoxNews.com.

Walter George Bruhl Jr., of Delaware, who died at early Sunday at 80, in Florida, poked fun at society, his wife and most of all himself in the 679-word obituary, originally posted online by his grandson, Sam, last week after Bruhl's family discovered it. In the first line, Bruhl aptly describes himself as "a dead person," and goes on to note his wife of 57 years, Helene, will now be able to purchase the mink coat he always denied her because only minks should wear mink.

Bruhls granddaughter, Kalla, said the obituary was vintage Walter Bruhl.

"It was perfect for him, because he’s always been like that."

- Kalla Bruhl

It was perfect for him, because he’s always been like that, she told FoxNews.com. He’s funny.

The obituary has made the rounds on Twitter and Facebook, generating positive reviews from folks who never knew Bruhl, but know they would have liked him. Amid the self-deprecating lines and tender memories is the story of a man from humble beginnings who fought for his nation, loved his family and enjoyed an occasional adult beverage.

Here's the obituary in its entirety:

Walter George Bruhl Jr. of Newark and Dewey Beach is a dead person; he is no more; he is bereft of life; he is deceased; he has rung down the curtain and gone to join the choir invisible; he has expired and gone to meet his maker.

He drifted off this mortal coil Sunday, March 9, 2014, in Punta Gorda, Fla. His spirit was released from his worn-out shell of a body and is now exploring the universe.

He was surrounded by his loving wife of 57 years, Helene Sellers Bruhl, who will now be able to purchase the mink coat which he had always refused her because he believed only minks should wear mink. He is also survived by his son Walter III and wife Melissa; daughters Carly and Paige, and son Martin and wife Debra; son Sam and daughter Kalla. Walt loved and enjoyed his grandkids.

Walt was preceded in death by his tonsils and adenoids in 1935; a spinal disc in 1974; a large piece of his thyroid gland in 1988; and his prostate on March 27, 2000.

He was born in Philadelphia, Pa., April 20,1933 at 10:38 p.m., and weighed in at a healthy seven pounds, four ounces, and was 22 inches long, to Blanche Buckman Bruhl and Walter George Bruhl.

He drifted through the Philadelphia Public School System from 1937 through 1951, graduating, to his mother's great relief, from John Bartram High School in June 1951.

Walter was a Marine Corps veteran of the Korean War, having served from October 1951 to September 1954, with overseas duty in Japan from June 1953 till August 1954. He attained the rank of sergeant. He chose this path because of Hollywood propaganda, to which he succumbed as a child during World War II, and his cousin Ella, who joined the corps in 1943.

He served an electronics apprenticeship at the Philadelphia Naval Yard from 1956-61; operated Atlantic Automotive Service Stations in Wilmington during 1961-62; and was employed by the late great DuPont Co. from 1962-93. (Very few people who knew him would say he worked for DuPont, and he always claimed he had only been been hired to fill a position.)

He started at the Chestnut Run Site as a flunky in the weave area of the Textile Fibers Department, and then was promoted to research assistant, where he stayed from 1963-72. In 1972 he accepted a position as an equipment service representative with the Photo Products Department at the old DuPont Airport site (now Barley Mill Plaza).

In 1973 he was promoted to manufacturing engineering technologist and was employed in that capacity until, after 31 years with The Co., he was given a fine anniversary dinner and a token gift and then "downsized" in December 1993. He was rehired as a contract employee in June 1994, doing the same job that he had been "downsized" from, and stayed until July 1995.

He started his own contract business and worked at Litho Tech Ltd. from 1996-99.

There will be no viewing since his wife refuses to honor his request to have him standing in the corner of the room with a glass of Jack Daniels in his hand so he would appear natural to visitors.

Cremation will take place at the family's convenience, and his ashes will be kept in an urn until they get tired of having it around. What's a Grecian Urn? Oh, about 200 drachmas a week.

Everyone who remembers him is asked to celebrate Walt's life in their own way; raising a glass of their favorite drink in his memory would be quite appropriate.

Instead of flowers, Walt would hope that you will do an unexpected and unsolicited act of kindness for some poor unfortunate soul in his name.

A memorial luncheon in Walt's honor will be held Saturday, March 15, at 1 p.m., at Deerfield, Newark.

